Private McGhie’s Journey

Private James McGhee or McGhie of
the 12th Royal Fusiliers kept a
record of his travels from his base in
Birmingham to his war in Egypt.

His first postcard to his wife shows
Birmingham. A city she had never
visited, and after Helensburgh must
have seemed like a world away.

He then tells her that he is on his
way to Southampton and his next
postcard shows the ship that will
take him over the Channel to France.

S.S. Viper had probably made him
feel at home as she was built at
Fairfields Shipbuilding at Govan. She
was 315ft in length and the 3 steam
turbines powering triple screws
enabled her to have a top speed of
22 knots. She served as a troop ship
throughout the war.

'We are leaving today', he wrote.
Posted before boarding the ship,
keeping his wife, Bess, up to date
with all that was happening. For a
man who had served in the Boer
War, travel was nothing new.

And, so he
travelled
through France
and Italy.
Cherbourg,
Lemans, St.
Germains,
Lyon, Faenza,
Brindisi and
Fereno, finally
arriving in
Egypt.
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Again, he sent home postcards
letting his wife know where he was
and sharing the images of new
places.



The letter from his chaplain explains A note of
his death in Palestine. his death
and grave.

And the Widow’s Penny.

Bess, his wife, received his
belongings by post.

Unfortunately, Private McGhie was
not to make the return journey from
his travels.
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Documents supplied by Irene McIntyre.



